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March 10, 2020 

 

Dear Amphitheater Community: 

As you may know, Pima County now has a case of COVID-19 (coronavirus). The patient has no connection to 

the Amphitheater School District and is recovering at his/her residence. 

We know that this global crisis may be creating concerns for staff and families. We want you to know that we 

are doing everything we can to ensure our students and staff remain safe and healthy.  

I would like to ask for your help with this mission and to share information about what we are doing at 

Amphitheater Public Schools. 

According to health officials, the best way to avoid getting or transmitting the virus is to ensure you and your 

children: 

 Practice safe hand-washing. This means using soap and water and washing for at least 20 seconds. 

One way to teach children this practice is to have them sing “Happy Birthday” twice while 

washing. At school, we are reminding our teachers and school staff to give children ample time to 

properly wash their hands at key times during the day - right before lunch, for example. 

 Avoid touching your face, and remind children of the same. This is harder than it seems. One tip: 

if you feel like you might need to scratch your cheek or tug on your ear, grab a tissue and use that 

for skin contact instead of your fingers or hands. 

 Avoid physical contact with others. In other words, “Keep your hands to yourself,” a refrain we 

may all have said a time or two. 

 Stay at home if you are sick, and keep your children home if they are sick. We are suspending 

perfect-attendance programs so that students aren’t hesitant to miss. Also, teachers have been 

reminded about the importance of providing school work to children if they are absent.  

We have received a few questions about cleaning and sanitizing our schools. Here is some information about 

how we are keeping our sites clean: 

 Custodians are sanitizing common areas such as desks and doorknobs with an antimicrobial 

cleanser that is effective against coronavirus. This is standard practice, and our staff has been 

trained in effective protocols that are so important during this time of uncertainty. We are also 

checking to ensure that each school site has an appropriate supply of soap and cleaning supplies. 
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 Buses are routinely wiped down with disinfecting wipes that are effective against the coronavirus. 

Again, we are reminding our staff to be sure to perform this cleaning protocol consistently. 

In addition to focusing on preventative measures, District leaders are working on plans in the unlikely case that a 

school or schools are closed. The Pima County Health Department continues to state that a school closure would 

be highly unlikely.  

Nevertheless, we recognize that this is an unprecedented time and that we may have to manage the unexpected. 

We are reviewing topics related to closure such as the possible effect on instructional time, potential staffing 

issues, how technology might help, and how staff may be impacted. We are also aware of concerns about 

breakfast and lunch programs for students and issues that our families with special needs might experience. Rest 

assured, we are trying to anticipate and create contingencies for anything that may surface. 

The Amphitheater Public School District has been thriving for more than 125 years, and I have been involved in 

it for about 25 of those years. We have weathered many a storm by staying calm, working together as a District 

and with our community partners, and by always keeping our eye on our number one priority: our students. 

Please don’t hesitate to send your questions or concerns to our email hotline, answers@amphi.com. You can also 

check our website for a special section where we are posting updates about COVID-19. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Todd A. Jaeger, J.D. 

Superintendent 


